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Eurosurveillance invites authors to submit papers for a special issue on the surveillance and 
epidemiology of leishmaniasis in Europe.

Leishmaniasis, a vector-borne disease transmitted by sand flies, is endemic in southern European countries. 
Autochthonous cases in Europe are mainly due to infection with Leishmania infantum, which causes zoonotic vis-
ceral and cutaneous leishmaniasis. L. tropica, endemic only in Greece with a sporadic pattern, causes anthroponotic 
cutaneous leishmaniasis. Dogs are the main reservoir for L. infantum. Most reported cases have visceral leishma-
niasis. A publication in 2008, in Emerging Infectious Diseases [1], estimated that annually around 700 new clinical 
cases of leishmaniasis are reported in European Union (EU) countries. Asymptomatic cases are thought to be many 
more, with an estimated ratio of >100 asymptomatic:1 clinical case [2]. Many of the EU countries where the disease 
is endemic are tourist destinations and there is evidence that a number of leishmaniasis cases diagnosed in non-
endemic countries are imported from within the continent. The disease is notifiable in a number of endemic and non-
endemic countries in Europe; however, surveillance varies and under-reporting appears to be frequent, especially for 
the benign forms of cutaneous leishmaniasis.

The aim of the special issue is to contribute to the existing body of evidence and to make available data that can help 
paint a better picture of the epidemiological situation and burden of autochthonous leishmaniasis in Europe.
We invite interested scientists and public health experts to share their surveillance data, findings and views and 
submit original papers for peer review and possible publication.

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to:

•	 results from surveillance of visceral and cutaneous leishmaniasis in endemic and non-endemic countries, includ-
ing trends in age groups affected and the impact of HIV co-infection, organ transplantation, and therapies of 
immunological disorders on the development and outcome of disease;

•	 information on the distribution of the vector and reservoir;
•	 analysis of treatment-associated costs;
•	 control measures implemented successfully to stop the spread of disease;
•	 issues related to the detection and identification of cases.

The submission deadline is 15 July 2012. If you would like to submit a paper or ask for more information, please see 
our instructions for authors and contact the editorial team at eurosurveillance@ecdc.europa.eu.
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Eurosurveillance is a European peer-reviewed scientific journal devoted to the epidemiology, surveillance, pre-
vention and control of communicable diseases, with a focus on such topics that are of relevance to Europe. It is 
a weekly online journal, published every Thursday, and features short rapid communications, longer in-depth 
research articles, surveillance and outbreak reports, reviews and perspective papers, as well as short news items. 

Timely publication of short authoritative papers on ongoing outbreaks or other relevant public health events is 
one of the major assets of the journal. 

The entire content is open access, free of charge for both readers and authors. All articles are indexed in the 
PubMed/MEDLINE, Scopus, EMBASE and EBSCO databases. The journal, which has well over 13,000 active sub-
scribers, will receive its first Impact Factor in July 2012. www.eurosurveillance.org
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