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N ews
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P r o g r e s s  to wa r d s  g l o b a l  e r a d i c at i o n
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According to a recent communication in the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Weekly epidemiological record [1], a total 
of 1,655 wild polio virus (WPV) cases were reported worldwide in 
2008, which represents an increase of 26% compared to 2007 
when 1,315 cases were reported globally. In 2008, 91% of all polio 
cases occurred in the four countries where polio is still endemic: 
Nigeria (801 cases), India (559), Pakistan (118), Afghanistan 
(31). The remaining 146 cases were reported from 14 countries 
with cases of imported WPV. The number of WPV type-1 cases 
increased from 321 in 2007 to 984 in 2008, whereas the number 
of WPV type-3 cases decreased from 994 in 2007 to 671 in 2008. 

Efforts have been made to eliminate WPV transmission since 
1988 when the WHO began its global eradication campaign. 
Since then, the incidence of polio has decreased significantly. 
In 1988 there were still around 350,000 cases in 125 countries 
worldwide whereas in the past years global figures amounted to less 
than 2,000. Furthermore, no circulation of WPV type-2 has been 
documented since October 1999 [2]. 

The 26% increase in WPV transmission in 2008 compared 
to 2007 is mainly caused by an increase in cases in Nigeria 
(2007: 285; 2008: 801). During the second half of 2008, WPV1 
originating from northern Nigeria spread to eight neighbouring 
African countries, including six that were free of polio since 2005. 
The most recent data available show that the global vaccination rate 
of infants with three doses of the trivalent oral polio vaccine (OPV3) 
was estimated at 82% in 2007. The vaccination rates for the four 
polio-endemic countries are 83% in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
62% in India, and 61% in Nigeria. Nevertheless, in some parts of 
the countries, OPV3 coverage was below 40%.

In response to the ongoing transmission and increasing number 
of cases in Nigeria and the spread of the disease to countries that 
had been polio-free for more than a decade such as Uganda, the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC) launched on 8 April 2009 an emergency appeal to support 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies from 14 countries in Africa 
to respond to WPV outbreaks across the continent. The related 
activities will support massive immunisation campaigns currently 
taking place or being planned in all affected countries. More 
than 41 million children throughout Africa will be immunised 
against polio in April and 42 million children from Nigeria will be 
immunised in May [3].
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